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 School refusal is an inc‘re-asihgly'compleXfchalle_nge' faced by_oounseIIOrs and educators, often
involving a combination of emotional, behavioural, family and school-related factors. Effective
intervention requires a comprehensive understanding of the underlying causes, timely
assessment, and coordinated support across multiple stakeholders.

Join us for this engaging two-ho'ur professional development workshop de_lsi'gne-d {e]§
counsellors working in local and in'te-'r'_rjational schools and educational institutions. Participants
will gain practical insights into the”co'm'm'on causes and patterns of school refusal, learn
effective assessment approaches, and explore ewdence based intervention - strategies to
support students and their families. |

The workshop Will'also examine coll-a-borative "‘rlj".r'.a_cti-ce.s involving teachers, parents and external
community agencies to facilitate successful sc_:'h-QOI-"I reintegration and improve attendance
outcomes. Through’ case discussions and practice-based learning, participants will strengthen
thei'r_confidence".and competence in managi'n"g' sohoOl refusal cases within educational settings.

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this workshop, part|C||oants Wl|| be able to:
e Recognise common causes and patterns associated Wlth school refusal.
* Apply practical assessment strategies to identify contrlbutmg factors.
e Implement evidence-based interventions to support students and families..’"
e Develop collaborative approaches with schools careglvers and commumty partners to
promote regular school attendance. ' : | | ' :

Mr Tony Leong is a seasoned practi_tiOner and educator with extensive experience in trauma-
informed practice, crisis intervention, 'youth development and family work. Certified in
Psychological First Aid and an ASIST Registered Trainer, he has developed and delivered
evidence-based interventions for vulherable children, youths and families. Mr Leong has held
senior leadership positions Wit’hin' the social service sector, including Assistant Director at the
Ministry of Social and Family Develop'rhent (MSF) and Director of Youth Work at Campusimpact.

He holds a Doctor of Psychology (PsyD) in Behavioural Sciences from California Southern
University. ' | '
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